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Visit us online at MyFabricDesigns.com 
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When it comes to creating a quilt or other fabric project you can’t beat the personal touch using custom fabric 
offers. Sure you can go into a store or online and choose fabric, but if you want to make something no one else 
has then custom print-on-demand fabric is for you. 


We offer easy-to-use online tools to help you design your own seamless repeating pattern. Add personalization 
to photos or other graphics for one-of-kind quilts, pillows, tea towels and more. Not a designer? No worries 
you can also choose a finished design from our online artist collection. Choose from any of our 29 high-quality 
fabrics that rival traditionally milled and printed fabrics and get exactly the look you want. 






Order as little as a yard and we'll print and deliver your fabric right to your doorstep! WV iP 
QN My FABRIC 
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Baby Sensory Toys 

What's better than the sweet charm of 
wiggly baby feet? Baby rattles on shoes 
and socks! 


page 18 


Denim & Lace 
A classic duo, lace embellishments 
feminize a denim vest. 


page |4 
Manly Chic 


Flannel and denim may be standard fare 
in many men’s closets, but that doesnt 
mean they can't be dressed up a bit. 
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Silly Old Bear 
Add embroidery to sleeves without ripping 
seams apart! 


page 22 


DW's Favorite Golf Towel 
When the unexpected request for 
embroidery happens from a male... 
swing in to action! 


page 56 
The Modern Telephone Bench 


You have never seen Flamingo Kitsch like 
this before! Blue Hair Girl continues her 
quest to present the flamingo-est projects 
to add to your to-make list. 
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Sweet Dreams & Storybook 
Themes 

Bedtime will now be a place the kids will 
cherish with this cute imaginative unicorn 
(or horse!) design. 
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In-the-Hoop Coffee Mug Caddy 
Discover a delightful solution to clutter 
while also reusing an old mug! 


page 24 
Rock Out in Style! 


Enjoy an embroidered jam session as 
Diane Kron invites you to embroider 
hard-to-hoop items. 


page 40 


2019 Block of the Month 

Master piecing and quilting in the hoop! 
The series continues with Blocks 4, 5 and 
6. Make 2019 the year you improve your 
quilting skills! 

page 50 


Tell a Story with Stitches 

Use machine embroidery to tell stories, by 
creating scenes through design layering 
and color editing. 
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Many years ago, I had a student in one of my 
machine embroidery classes who told me her 
husband was hounding her to embroider golf shirts 
for him and his buddies. New to the craft, she was 
scared to attempt this task. And she kept putting 


him off until finally she exclaimed, “My machine D oes yo ur mac h I ne 


doesn’t do menswear!” The class roared in unison — 


each of us knowing how she felt. d Oo menswead r? si 


I, too, could feel her pain as it can be stressful 
fulfilling a family member's request for something 
embroidered. But it doesn't have to be that way. 

In fact, it should be fun. The joy should be in the 
making - the real gift is the process of making the 


gift, not handing the gift to the recipient. When fi f; / 
I create a gift for a loved one, I spend that time Ud ° 


focusing on them, enjoying past memories and 
FF} Facebook 


hopes for their future. Creating a gift for someone 
is really a gift to myself — the gift of spending time 





with them in thought. www.tacebook.com/designsinmachineembroidery 
I think you'll find all the projects in this issue “You 

celebrate the joy of embroidering for loved ones. YO ulube 

You ll find several ideas for the men on your list wmieuiubecon /dzens 


as well as babies, hobbyists and musicians. When 
making gifts focus on the person’s hobbies, favorite 
pastimes and interests. This will spark your 
imagination on what to make for them. 
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If you need more inspiration, connect with us 








online! Hope to see you there! E Viste 4 
f Bilan i Blow. 2 ’ 
a. www.dzgns.com/blog/ WR AgaCU ay Fema) 
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Happy Stitching! from Behind |) 
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Eileen Roche, 

Embroidery Expert & 


Editor of Designs in Machine Embroidery 
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Find creative designs that fit your family to a tee! 





embroiderydesigns.com/family 


Designs Pictured: Papa Bear by Moxie Embroidery (GMD00347), Mama Bear by Moxie Embroidery (GMD00346) 
late sie] ey Yalsi-volml eyial Vie (ica apa lesgelie|=1ava (E11 B1616)0) -D) 





Whats New In Designs 


By Rebekah Brown 





Battenburg Lace Doilies Rosie’s Gift Garden 
Embroidery Library Amelie Scott Designs 
emblibrary.com ameliescott.com 





Legacy Collars Sizes |-5 
Applique for Kids 
appliquekids.com 





Gothic XL Monogram Set 16 
Embroidery Arts 
embroideryarts.com 
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It’s magical the way sewing plus 



























embroidery turns something ordinary 

into something extraordinary. With 

the DESIGNER TOPAZ™ 50 sewing 
and embroidery machine you also get 


the advantage of built-in assistance 


a and time-savers to help you bring 
your ideas to life. 
\ t 
\ i) _.. Expect fabulous sewing and 
= 4 
. 4a 


remarkable embroidery! 


Features include: 

INTERACTIVE COLOR TOUCH SCREEN 
LARGE EMBROIDERY AREA 

LARGE SEWING SURFACE 

EMBROIDERY DESIGN EDITING AND SAVE 
EXCLUSIVE SENSOR SYSTEM™ TECHNOLOGY 





and much more.... 
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VWVnats New In Designs 
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Rearview Corgi Luck of the Irish Feather Quilt Blocks 
Urban Threads Table Runner Kreations by Kara 
urbanthreads.com Year Long Table Runner kreationsbykara.com 


Series-Dealer Exclusive! 
Amelie Scott Designs 
ameliescott.com 





Passport Case 
Embroidery Garden 
embroiderygarden.com 





Seams Sew Special 
sewspecial.com 





Winter Jewels 5 
Graceful Embroidery 
graceftulembroidery.com 


8 Designs in Machine Embroidery * Volume 115 * March/April 2019 * www.dzgns.com 


Embroide 6 eee 
Garden \» & 


__ 


Pe 


A 
1-9 


a 


ao 
f 





) © uty 
; SAY < — | 


)- ; dl S 
www, embroiderygarden,com> 





swpea:com Ps<9 oe ae 


Machine Embroidery Designs =< 


¥/ 


> 
w 
4 
a a+ 
% 
po 
os 
ie 
ll 
i” 
O 
at VU 
WY 
4, SN " : 
4 mM MOA wi \ 4 g 
, } iY 
y / g 
) Z ig 
Pe =—_ ” i 
« SE ee = : 
i SS a = 
4 May Mi wes 
an \ ae — oO 
M. y O 2 
~saaal) ee Y oO BS) 
i Ss aA = S 
Py , ~s g 
\ NNT, > x 
‘ y cae a = 
4 y Sa reve) = 
aaeeecnnags Au, O Se E 
a \ 
- Al | g 
ayy 2 ly Gi ‘s ie 
 /?, nw) iz O 
i F ig O n 5 
‘ Prassuann” = yg — - ar) 
*y ST - lA —— oO fe 
Ce y © YW — = 
“y Maarees = = a ; sighs), 
_ a. 5 O = oT fe age ; : 
moe = a meter : 
’ 
“{ N Y, — 2 
1y . 1) 
ig a= = 2 
1G  Z 
ig ee FS o© = 
SSA WAAR eeecne = oD) 00 
i <= 
y NA WSS = = 5 
: vv = 
_ es — oO a ; 
an 4 oe \ [at degen 
— v { 
" , NIH, O c 3 
7 Ny 4 SS y \, 
7 SSS = \, y oO 
—— = \ Y 1! < . 
iZ 4 ies @ : 
i Z E ‘EZ 3 VU > 
1G , £ ig 0) 
1% " £ ’ 2 oo W F 
' 4 y z " £ = a 
AA Macca = a me = O 
*y Mecece — en = = fav) = 
™ = - 6 9 
Mass Aw za = 
CSC @ 
oe ee E 
: oO 
mitt 00 = Cc 
Wy, -_ al 2 
‘y y WY U & 
ZW : 
acceso” Z a) W) S 
“Niet cases & e E 
; a bo 
‘ NN 
: TS Soren : 
‘ Z ‘y y as) 
1G a Te Ss : 
Wa a ie : 
y — = LE ne) 00 
oy, = a ae) 5 
’ = 
_— a 5 3 
oo = 
oD) 
: wt Ww) = 
‘yy, y Y) 
—" YY cot 
_ \ J/g 
-P ly GQ ae Sm 
—S , esassssitt z= 
4, SAG Wnaan a = = 
4 = ao oOo 
hy SSS 
re Monthy, a O 
Wy, ( 
a y 4 oa e 
_ \ JF 
‘ RQ ‘ a = Y) 
4 f — Ys a) ce 
4 S 
y aS a fan} 
Y 
Sen < 
“y, y S fe 
cy = 
,% 445 : 
—, an} 
‘A y { y WY ) - 
i aN, " / Z OD cc ° 
GG 4 i} — ZZ + 
* " 4, q “A , ~ 
y Med = - O D 
Yy a = 
4 \ yy — = fete 
1 ¥ SESS Cc 
i ¢ a \\ >~ 
; y ~y' \y Ge O 
i § 1% © O 
i ¢£ “Eo as 
7 id anence™ = i 
{ eee < O ae) 
i = ce 
| \ => 
i z i r ae) 
4 A 
‘ Zz Vv 
Z oOo 5 
1G One® 
4G iy a 
iy 4, ig TG 
' Be ‘ 
4 “, A a 7. = 
f) \y Wnacace™ = — 
i, . - = (a0) =) 
Mass = OR 
an) 
oD) 
YG 





a 
% 
* 


SSX Manag 


“SS 


Wag, 


Z 5! y , ra AW y " 
Z FY | cia » 
es 2 2 , 3 ett, om 
Fy ot ZG} Z | g2 > gf \ #) Z 
3 , = , 2 3 Sm 5 , 4 , 5 , Z 
MN ~ |Z ft Z ZF 4% \ a ZOE Wet ZT Z Z 2 
\ os Z 2 Z £ FP Y ‘ Z 2 \~ Z 2 Z Z 2 
4 gs // 2 
Z 2 Z ¢ ZF / % Z 8 Z ¢ Z £¢ FZ 
Z Z ¢ FF M “ Z Z Z ¢ Fs 
. ~~ oe wall \eeeees Z eg = My waa Susanne } or aif Gawanees , =_ Z as . i 
> ~~ 2 . . , g =. i a _ \ 4 = , 4 = g ——.--" Fe ~ ’ “a \ , w x 
i Jy \7Py i, 2  ™% P™ 7 Fey > My FPP, YP” AA) 7 Pe ) 7 PY iF ‘ce Wy} 
Z Z Hy) ‘Zr yY 4 , Z 4 So = y 4 \ ~ ¢ 5 gZ 2 Z Ms > £2 Yr Z $5 ES g > Fe eZ % + 
, g Yo +4 Y, ’ Z , , 4 Ezz g iM r \ ‘ g la , la = y ,-5r = 4 , = 2 Zsa Pe 
, g 463% Y ¢ , 5 5 fF 8 2 ? | 1 g g Z F g 7 2 AS Z ro F Z Ff 57 ¢ Z 2 3 , 
4 246434 % Y ¢ qZ , J 4 Z| $7 7 Z 2 - = ) t g gS gZ , g 2 sa 2 Z Z ZF Cg SF 4% x 
g Z24977?%* Ye 8 , g g Z| be Fs g , - Z } 1 Z ya g , g S Ge 4 eo 2 Z 2 Z , S| = 
Z Z4%44#Y%Y'*\ 39 2 , g s Z | Ze gg , > 2 i] 1g 5 , g 5 Z 23 2 Z~ ¢ Z - Ae 
a YZ 14s /} % 7 , 3g , g a Z Z B g 4 - £ J] tg A 4 , g A a e we Z , a | as = 
g 4 \92N BZ Be , 4 g 2 g , g *g } 7) 4 2 A Z And Z A Z - = g A 
, %Z Wwe h 3 2 , 5 i Z , 3 3 4% £3 5 é 5 Z , oe Z , SS Z iy 
, 4 C2 i} @ bu 5 , Zh Z Z 5 ‘ Z 4 £73 , 5 , J 4 g 2 Z , Z = 7? \ ‘ 
4 4 G 2 | anal , Z 4 Pay a2 Z , 7 Z % % 2 , Z 6 Z , 4 4 Za se Z , 4 > ZF 'N ‘ 
5 v/ s } 4 A , a4 2 Z = 7 4 Z EA , fg > , ¢ s {7 Y v4 ig ses i) 
; y, y \y — , Z ; Zw {2 Z 4 Ze ‘ Z 2 , Z Z , Z ; 7 , 3 , 4 a. ! o 
, y SS ZL , my Z GA 4 " Z 24 ’ , ZL , Z , Sh , y) 4 J , 2 | , 
‘ /) € 2 ENG 4 Z 5 ’ 544 , 4 4 ZA 4, Y 7 24 , Zz 4 Zh , a " a) , ) , 2s £ i} , 
\ ) a 4 ’ FZ \ 2s 44 , Y} ’ 2 ) X 2 Y} \ ae / ’ 27 Y \ 2 ‘ ay g 4 \ Zz ‘ 2 2" y la 
4 4 ‘ 2 Fs 1 2 fy \ rey , » sf % o = /) s o£ ' FY \ oh ‘ o 24 5 /} % 2 ‘ ~~ se 4 Z 
M em” 3) ll = 4 Nae” 2 Ny Lita fs y) , 4 Nee - i) ) oa ae ‘Ny ae” , 4 Se ra ‘Ny Ne = Ny ms” = 4 e 4 Neue? 2 ‘hy a atl = 4 aed = 
= = = —" a ra = a — = = ek — = —= 
Nyssa ies yes ie yo Ms Ines es Nos ees Not tess  “Nyges* 
B LD | b | qd K ir B | | N | N t 
y Denise Abel and Kate Bashynski, Nancy's Notions 


Threads 
Madeira Rayon Embroidery threads listed in color 
sequence charts. Several "new’ little bears were 
added to our quilt simply by selecting different thread 
colors for their fur. Have fun giving your story's main 


characters personality through thread colors for 


different shades of fur, hair, or skin. 


Embroidery Products 
Amazing Designs” Bear Days of Summer Embroidery 
Design CD with FREE Edit Express™ software for 

resizing, color editing, and printing templates 


(ADP-66]) 
Amazing Designs” Edit ‘N Stitch™ 2.0 Embroidery 
Coordinating all-purpose thread for project 


Software 
Supplies janie 
: : :; construction 
7 favorite quilt pattern with open areas for Embroidery products, supplies, and threads are available at 
embroider ing. Or, download the Nancy’s Notions® www.nancysnotions.com 
Storyteller’s Log Cabin Quilt pattern free, at 
Chapter One Create Quilt Blocks 
Starch fabrics well to give them extra stability for 





nancysnotions.com/dimeV115 
Geepersggy Pot etownsesotascomamerns = enbece 
Cut fabrics for quilt following step 1 in Storyteller’s 
Log Cabin Quilt pattern. 


> 
Fabrics as listed in pattern (change fabric colors to suit 
Construct log cabin blocks up to the red and green 
logs. (Step 2 in pattern.) Block should measure 





your story) 
Spray starch or starch alternative, such as Best Press™ 
approximately 8 %° square. 


Starch Alternative 
No-Show Fusible Mesh Cut-away Stabilizer 
Back the neutral colored block with No-Show fusible 


Hydro-Stick™ Tear-away Stabilizer 
cut-away mesh stabilizer. 


Helpful Notions 
Sewing and quilting supplies suggested in quilt pattern 
Chapter Two Plan Embroidery 
Select and print templates of the designs you wish to 
use. (Only two designs were not used: SWNBD106 and 


Klasse Quilting Needles, size 80/12; and Klasse 


Embroidery Needles, size 75/11 
Curved embroidery scissors 
Erasable fabric marking pen or pencil 109.) 

Ultimate Press Pad 

Optional: Fabric Showcase book Place templates on each block, positioning them 

within approximately 4" from the cut block edges. 
Arrange the main character designs first, creating the 
outline and theme for the story. Tape the templates 


Optional: Translucent Foundation Paper for printed 
in place with Sewer’s Fix It Tape. Layer and tape 


background design templates behind the main 


templates 
designs, enhancing the story with added details, such 


Optional: Sewer’s Fix It Tape 


as season and location. 
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Review each block layout, reposition templates if 
needed. The Sewer's Fix It Tape is easily lifted from the 
fabric without distorting the quilt block. Make note of 
hooping needs: if you'll need to hoop multiple times 

to embroider a story, plan to embroider background 
elements first so they are underneath the main 
character embroidery. 


Mark template positions on the quilt block using an 
erasable fabric marking pen or pencil. 


Or, build a story within your hoop sizes, using 

Edit Xpress or Edit ‘N Stitch 2.0 software on your 
computer. This is an ideal opportunity to edit thread 
colors and character sizes. For example: Design 
SWNBD122 was edited by removing colors 1, 5, and 6 
for a ‘new’ grass design. 


Save the final edited files on your computer and print 
revised templates, if desired. 


Chapter Three Embroider Quilt Blocks 
Hoop Hydro-stick Stabilizer in hoop. 


Moisten stabilizer and attach block to be embroidered. 
Try using the auto-baste feature on your embroidery 
machine to hold all the layers securely in place. 


Embroider background designs; remember to remove 
templates before stitching. If your hoop size allows, 
stitch all the designs to complete the block. 


¥ 
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Unhoop and remove basting stitches and excess tear- 
away stabilizer. 


Hoop another piece of stabilizer and continue block 
embroidery, or embroider the next quilt block. 


Embroider all quilt blocks needed. 


Trim the cut-away stabilizer even with block edges, or 
carefully trim the stabilizer close to the stitching on 
the wrong side of the quilt block. 


Press embroidered quilt blocks right side down on a 
padded surface, such as the Ultimate Press Pad, which 
cushions the embroidery so stitches are not crushed. 


Chapter Four Assemble Quilt Top 
Trim blocks to the same size, approximately 8 %' 
square, if needed. 


Continue adding remaining logs to complete the 
embroidered quilt block. 


Assemble quilt top following pattern instructions. 





Chapter Five Embroider Borders 

Plan and embroider borders in the same manner as 
the quilt blocks; position templates and stitch as layers; 
background to foreground. Create new characters, if 
desired using Edit “N Stitch 2.0 Embroidery Software. 
Little bears’ paddles and fishing poles can be edited 
out and replaced with hot dog and marshmallow 
sticks. Or, download four new designs, free at 


www.nancysnotions.com/dimeV115. 


Vertical side borders may be more challenging areas 
to create stories in, so use that space for a repeating 
border design that ties in with the stories you have 
embroidered. 


Chapter Six Complete the Quilt 
Layer, quilt, and bind your quilt using your favorite 
techniques. 


Or, refer to steps 4 and 6 on pp. 28-29 in Fabric 
Showcase book for detailed instructions and more 
project ideas to embroider and embellish. 


Have fun telling and sharing your stories, authored in 
embroidered stitches! 





Explore and express your creativity with embroidery designs, 
supplies, and threads from Nancy’s Notions®. Visit the Nancy’s 
Notions website at nancysnotions.com. Nancy's Notions was 
founded in 1979, by the inspirational sewing educator, Nancy 
Zieman, who shared her passion for sewing for nearly 40 years 
and hosted the popular TV show, Sewing with Nancy. 
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Dentm & Lace 


By Eileen Roche 





Embroidery Products 
My Lace Maker software 


Supplies 

Denim vest 

Water soluble stabilizer, mesh-type 
Polyester embroidery thread 

Front Yoke 


My Lace Maker has several garment images 
(backdrops) built into the software to assist you in 
creating custom lace embellishments. You can also 
photograph your own garment and add it as backdrop. 
If you take photographs of your own garment, include 
a ruler in the image so you can adjust the scale. 


For this project, the sample used the backdrop in the 
software. Click on the Backdrop tool and retrieve the 
denim yoke image (or your own image). 





Click on the arrow under the Backdrop tool and select 
Define Horizon. 


Define Horizon 


Define Scale 











Drag the cursor across the garment (I used the seam at 
the bottom edge of the yoke), left click at the beginning 
of the line and release the cursor at the end of the line. 
The image will move to set the horizon. 


Repeat the same step for defining the Scale. On my 
sample, I dragged the cursor from the beginning of the 
measuring tape to the 3" mark. Then I entered 3" in 
the box. The image now sizes to scale. 


Select the Pen from the Artwork Tool menu. 














eee ots ere | i @ 82 BD 
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Bl oe a - 2 3 
Lace Grid and Border . 

Convert to lace grid with border 
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Select the shape and click on the Lace Grid and Border. Pocket Flap S 

Repeat the process for the pocket flaps, setting the 
horizon and sizing the image. For the flap, add four 
repeats of Bubble-02_D. Ungroup one of Bubble- 
02_D. Select the three circles at the bottom of the 
design, copy and paste them. Move the three circles to 
the point of the flap. 
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Use the artwork tool to draw a rectangle above the 


The shape is filled with a lace grid that is customizable 
three circles. 


by changing the settings in the Properties Box. 
My sample used the default settings. Now, fill the 


shape with lace elements. Select the Lace Library SRS, Seatiteeres 
: . : Nate tte Se tat.> 
icon, Paisley Borders, Paisley_Borders005_C. Copy Soresey 
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individually to add variety and sprinkle a small flower 
into the open spaces. Save the design as YokeFront. 
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Select the rectangle and click on Column Connection 
icon. 
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Save the design in the appropriate format. 
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Lace Accents 
Open a new file in My Lace Maker software. Select the 
Lace Library icon, select Classic Lace and Lace_003_D. 


Click OK. 


Add more designs from the Lace Library. The sample 
used Classic Lace, Lace_020_E and Paisley Borders, 
Paisley_Borders005_C. Copy and paste the elements 
several times to fill a medium size hoop. 





Embroidery 

Hoop two layers of water soluble stabilizer, mesh type. 
Stitch two flaps, one yoke and a hoop full of extra 
embellishments. 


Trim the excess stabilizer around all the embroidered 
lace but do not rinse away the stabilizer. Cut open the 
button hole on the pocket flap lace. Pin the stabilized 
lace to the garment. 





Using the same thread as the embroidery, sew the lace 
to the vest along the edges of the lace sections. Do the 
same for the extra embellishments. 


Finishing 

Rinse the lace in very warm water. For a soft finish, 
put the vest in the washing machine with a load of 
similar colored articles. Wash as normal. 
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Embroidery Products 
Design sets from Embroidery Garden, 


www.embroiderygarden.com 
"Snowball Animal Set 1" 
"Frayed & Layered Flowers Set 1" 
"Wrist Pincushions' 
Sulky Tear-Easy Stabilizer 





Materials 

For two dogs: %4 yd. of both white and black wool felt 
For two flowers: 3-6 fat quarters of bright cotton fabric 
Needles: 75/11 embroidery needle 

Embroidery tape or low adhesive painter's tape 
Bamboo skewer 


Threads 
Matching thread for the top and bobbin for each 
project 


At the computer, download the embroidery design 
files and transfer them to the embroidery machine. For 
the dog, only the face and ears files will be used from 
Snowball Animal Set 1. For the flower, only Frayed 
Layered Flower 1 B will be used. Also, load the Wrist 
Pincushion Flower and Wrist Pincushion Round files. 


Step 2. Preparation 


Wash, starch, and press any cotton fabrics. 


The Dogs 


Cut the white felt into six 8" squares and the black into 
four 8" squares. 
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The Flowers 

Cut the cotton fabric into 8" squares - six of the base 
color; two of the top flower color. Cut two 3" squares 
of cotton fabric for the center of the flower. 


Step 3. Embroidery 
Dog Rattle 


Following the Embroidery Garden instructions 
machine embroider the dog ears first. Cut them out 
and turn them right side out. 


Hoop tear-away stabilizer and white felt. Embroider 
the face. Merge the Wrist Pincushion Round design 
onto the dog face. Stitch the circle around the face 

of the dog. However, DO NOT EMBROIDER the 
centering stitches in the Wrist Pincushion Round file. 


Note: The following step should only be completed in the 
embroidery machine if your machine has self-adjusting height. 
Some machines may not be able to stitch over the thickness of 
two pieces of felt plus the ears folded over. If this is the case, 
please sew the ears and the backing by hand to the front of the 
dog face. 


Fold the ears in half and tape them down so that the 
edge of the ear extends %" beyond the edge of the circle 
outline stitch. Cover with tape to hold in place. 





The next step is to add two white felt squares, 
overlapped in the center of the face. Place one white 
felt square over the top half of the circle, extending 1" 
over the top of the circle. Place the second white felt 
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square on top of the first but on the bottom half of the 
circle, extending 1" beyond the center mark. Tape the 
straight center edge of the last square. 





Slow your machine to the slowest stitch speed. Stitch 
the Wrist Pincushion Round" again; however DO 
NOT EMBROIDER the centering stitches in the round 
file. Stitch two times. 


Note: Use a bamboo skewer to hold the ears down and in place. 





Flower Rattle 

Hoop cotton fabric for the flower top. Follow the 
Embroidery Garden instructions to embroider the 
Frayed Layered Flower 1 B, the middle color of the 
flower and the center swirl. 
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Hoop tear away stabilizer and the bottom fabric. 
Stitch the "Wrist Pincushion Flower." 





Fold two pieces of the base fabric in half. Crease with 
your finger. Place one of the folded squares halfway 
plus 1" over the top of the circle. Place the second 
square on top of the first but on the bottom half. 
Extend 1" beyond the center mark. Tape the straight 
center edge of the last square. 





Stitch the Wrist Pincushion Flower again; however, 
DO NOT EMBROIDER the centering stitches in the 
round file. Stitch two times. 


LE me Nstr IC | oN 
Trim all threads. Remove from the hoop and remove 
the stabilizer. Turn right side out. 


Add the rattle to the inside of the base with the 
overlapping felt/fabric. Stuff with a small amount of 
poly-fil and hand sew closed. 


Attach each rattle to the sock by hand sewing directly 
onto the sock or make the Embroidery Garden 
wristband with the rattle to attach to the child’s ankle. 
The flower rattle will be sewn with the top flower and 
the base flower stacked together as one piece. 


Enjoy playing with your little one! 
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Silly 


Have you ever wanted to put 
embroidery somewhere that was 
difficult or impossible to hoop? The 
dime Patch Maker Stabilizer kit 
has opened up a whole new world 
of placing embroidery designs 
without having to hoop. The kit has 
also eliminated the stitching on the 
underside of the garment for those 
that might have sensitivity issues. 


Embroidery Supplies 
Brother Dream 2 Machine 
dime Patch Maker Stabilizer Kit 
Applique pressing sheet 
Tearaway stabilizer 


Supplies 
Denim Shirt 
Tulle 


Hoop the Patch Maker Kit water 
soluble stabilizer with one layer of 
tulle. 





Retrieve and stitch the Winnie the 
Pooh design on the embroidery 
machine. Repeat with the Piglet 
and Tigger designs in separate 
hoopings. 











Old Bear 


By Melissa Booritch 





Iron Patch Attach onto the 
embroidered design with a hot iron 
for 10-15 seconds. 


When design is finished stitching, 
remove the hoop from the machine 
and the design from the hoop. Tear 
away the water soluble stabilizer 
and cut the tulle very close to the 


design. 





Let cool. 


Place the embroidered designs 
face down on an applique pressing 
sheet. 





Remove the designs from the Patch 
Attach protective paper. 


Cut a piece of Patch Attach large 
enough to cover the designs. 
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Place patch design face up on denim shirt 
where desired. 


Iron the patch to the denim shirt with a hot 
iron for 15-20 seconds. 


After I put the patches on the denim shirt, 
I still felt that it needed some additional 
embroidery. I was able to easily hoop the 
pocket area of the shirt with stabilizer and 
embroider the traditional way. 


Hoop the shirt with tearaway stabilizer. 


Retrieve Flower design (Folder 12 - Design 
29) from the Brother Dream machine. 

Use the built-in camera to determine the 
placement of the design above pocket. 


Stitch the design. Remove the hoop from the 
machine and garment from the hoop. Tear 
the stabilizer away. 





in-the-Hoop 
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By Carolynn 
for ZippyDesignZ 
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Do you have a favorite sewing tool that constantly 
plays hide-and-seek with you In your craft room? You 
know, the one you frequently use, and always causes 
you to lose precious creative-time trying to locate. 
For me, it's my tweezers. | depend on them for lots 
of little chores, from lifting applique fabric to get the 
very closest trim, to snipping those tiny threads that 
my fingers just cant grab. Rarely does a whole day of 
embroidery go by without using those little pinching 
helpers, but they constantly get lost in the clutter. 





Wr ns ~ Well, no more time will be wasted looking for those 
Mee Peeen sles » . tweezers! They now have a home in a Coffee Mug 
' Caddy, which sits on my crafting table and keeps 
my embroidery helpers organized, as 


well as safe from getting buried 
under my projects, or even worse, 
sliding into the trash can. 
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Embroidery Product 
Coffee Mug Caddy design, an 
In-The-Hoop project available at 


www.ZippyDesignZ.com 


The Coffee Mug Caddy set 
includes (2) design options. 


Coffee Mug Caddy-FLAT 





The Coffee Mug Caddy-FLAT 
offers a flat Outside Pocket that 
allows secure storage of thinner 
items, such as colored pencils, 
markers, or crochet hooks, and 
includes (10) sections for items. 


Coffee Mug Caddy-PLEATED 





The Coffee Mug Caddy-PLEATED 
features a Pleated Outside Pocket 
that allows for larger items to be 
stored in the pocket sections, and 
offers (9) sections for items. 


Both Caddies include a flat Inside 
Pocket with (6) sections for items. 


Note. These instructions are the 
abbreviated version, and complete, 
step-by-step instructions with 25+ 
Show-N-Tell photos are included 
with purchase. 


Materials 

Two 8" x 12" pieces of cotton 
fabrics (Caddy Front and Caddy 
Back) 

One 5" x 10 %" piece of cotton 
fabric (Caddy Inside Pocket) 

One 7" x 11 %" piece of cotton 
fabric (FLAT Caddy Outside 
Pocket) OR 

One 7" x 18" piece of cotton fabric 
(PLEATED Caddy Outside 
Pocket) 

Two 10" pieces of 3/8"ribbon, 
grosgrain recommended 

Paper backed fusible web 

Soft and flexible cutaway stabilizer 

Temporary spray adhesive 

Clear, transparent tape 

One straight-sided 12 ounce coffee 
mug 


Step |. At the Computer 
If you are creating the Pleated 
Caddy, print both the Fold 
Alignment Template and the 
Pleating Template (found in the 
Instructions and Images folder), 
and set aside. Load your chosen 
design file (Flat or Pleated) into 
your embroidery machine. 


Step 2. Preparation 
All cotton fabrics should be 


pre-washed and dried, and then 
pressed well and starched. Both 
the Inside Pocket and Outside 
Pockets are folded lengthwise, with 
wrong sides together, and pressed 
to create a Fold. 





The fusible web is placed between 
the fabrics up to the Fold (as 
shown by the red lines), creating a 
fabric-and-fusible sandwich. 
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Once activated with a hot iron, the 
fusible joins the fabrics together, 
and the pocket edges will be crisp. 





If you are making the Pleated 
Caddy, it’s time to pleat the 
Outside Pocket. The pleats are 
created with an iron, and the 
printed Pleating Template ensures 
accurate spacing. Full instructions 
to make the pleats are included 
with purchase. 


Step 3. Embroidery 

Hoop the soft and flexible cutaway 
stabilizer, and stitch thread color 
#1 (the Front fabric placement 
outline). Remove the hoop from 
the machine, and lightly spritz 

the stabilizer with spray adhesive 
to help the Front fabric remain 
flat and secure. With right side 
up, center the Front fabric over 
the fabric placement outline, 
making sure the stitched outline is 
completely covered. 


Note: Ensure the fabric is centered over 
the stitched placement outline by holding 
the hoop up to an overhead light and 
viewing the work through the underside 
of the hoop. 


Return the hoop to the machine 
and stitch thread color #2 (Front 
fabric tack down outline, inside 
pocket alignment notches, and 


outside pocket alignment notches). 


[nside Pocket: 


Alignment; INGIGhES 


} , oT | 4 | =a 
Outside | Pocket 


Alignment INOnihes 





Remove the hoop from the 
machine, and place the hoop on a 
hard surface. Align the FOLD of 
the Inside Pocket with the inside 
pocket alignment notches while 
centering the Inside Pocket over 
the stitched outline, making sure 
the stitched outline is completely 
covered. 


Inside Pocket 
FOLD 





Return the hoop to the machine, 
and stitch thread color #3 (Inside 
Pocket tack down) and thread 

color #4 (Inside Pocket Sections). 


Remove the hoop from the 
machine, do not unhoop, and place 
the hoop on a hard surface. Align 
the FOLD of the Outside Pocket 
with the outside pocket alignment 
notches while centering the 
Outside Pocket over the stitched 
outline, making sure the stitched 
outline is completely covered. 


mo) Bd) 
Se 


Outside.Pocket 





Return the hoop to the machine, 
and stitch color #5 (Outside Pocket 
tack down) and color #6 (Outside 
Pocket Sections plus (2) sets of 
ribbon alignment lines. 


Remove the hoop from the 
machine and place the hoop on 

a hard surface. With wrong side 
down, center the ribbon between 
one set of ribbon alignment lines, 
placing %" of ribbon outside the 
stitched outline. Use tape to 
secure. Repeat with the second 
piece of ribbon. Return the hoop 
to the machine, and stitch color #7 


(Ribbon tack down). 


Remove the hoop from the 
machine, do not unhoop, and place 
hoop on a hard surface. 


Continued on Page 43... 
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By Holly Nash 





The perfect place to stash a child’s favorite 
bedtime story is in their favorite pillow. 
Bedtime will now be a place the kids will 
cherish with this cute imaginative unicorn 


design. Don’t like unicorns? Simply omit the 
kel gam latem coll mal W (om Male) ay 1am Malmo) (ola iF) 
reading pillow is quick and easy to make with 
dato oXetel (<r aat-Ke(-m lam dal-malote) om 


Embroidery Products 


www.swpea.com/products/horse-unicorn-reading- 
pillow 
The sample here is the 6" x 10" version 


Fabric 

Fabric A: 8" x 12" background 

Fabric B: 8" x 12" pocket lining 

Fabric C: 12" x 13" pillow front 

Fabric D: 12" x 13" pillow back 

Small piece of fabric for unicorn/horse’s head 
One 8" x 12" piece of batting 


Supplies 

Polymesh cutaway 
Embroidery needle 75/11 
Polyester/Cotton fill 


Step |. Embroidery 

Retrieve the design at the machine. Hoop cutaway 
stabilizer and place the batting on the hooped 
stabilizer. Stitch the first color, the batting tackdown. 


Remove the hoop from your machine and trim the 
batting about 1-2mm from the stitching. Place 
the background fabric right side up on top of the 
hoop and stitch color 2, the fabric tackdown. 


) 
) 





The next step in the design is the applique and 
embroidery of the unicorn. Use the diagram below 

to identify which pieces you are embroidering or 
appliquéing. The numbers on the diagram relate to 
the step number of the placement line. In the case of 
the embroidered parts, the number refers you to the 
diagram to reference which color you are to embroider, 
not necessarily which area you are embroidering. 











Stitch the placement line for the unicorn’s head. Cut 

a piece of fabric large enough to cover the placement 
line and place it right side up on the hoop covering the 
placement line. Stitch the tackdown. 


Remove the hoop from the machine and trim around 
the fabric (use applique scissors if you have them) 
1-2mm from the stitching. 
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Return the hoop to the machine and embroider the 
nostrils and mouth. Then change the thread and 
embroider the satin stitch around the head. 


Continue to follow the steps detailed in the 
instructions referring to the diagram to complete the 
embroidery. 
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Note: If you omit the next couple of steps, embroidering the 
horn, the design can then be turned into a horse. 


Stitch the placement line for the horn. Place a piece of 
applique fabric, right side up, over the outline. 
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Return the hoop to the machine and embroider the 
satin stitch around the horn. 





Stitch the fabric tackdown and remove the hoop from 
the machine. Trim around the applique, 1-2mm from 
the stitching. 


Stitch the placement line for the pocket lining and 
place the pocket lining (fabric B) wrong side up on top 
of the hoop about %" beyond the placement line and 


the remainder covering the embroidery. 
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Stitch the lining in place and stitch again with a triple 
stitch to strengthen the seam. Once this is complete, 
remove the work from the hoop. 





Fold the lining around to the back of the pocket and 
iron the seam. For a more permanent hold, topstitch 
along the front. 


Trim the side and bottom seam allowance to %". Trim 
the top seam allowance to %". Do this from the back so 
you can see the seam stitching when trimming. 
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Place the Unicorn pocket right side up on top of the 
right side of the pillow front (fabric C), center it and 
stay stitch the sides and bottom along the border 
stitching. 





Trim the pillow front %" from the border stitching on 
the Unicorn pocket panel so it’s even on both sides of 


the pillow. 
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Place the back of the pillow (fabric D) right side up and 
place the front of the pillow right side down (trim the 
pillow back if it’s not the same size as the pillow front). 
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Pin in place, leaving a 4" opening for turning, and 
stitch with 4%" seam around the pillow. 
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Note: Clip the corners so when the pillow is turned, the corners Stuff with polyester cotton fill. 
are crisp. 





Turn right side out. Use a chopstick or point turner to 
push out the corners. 


Iron the seams flat. 





Enjoy! 





If you want a zipper inserted in the back of the pillow you can 
use our ‘In the hoop zipper design". 


https://swpea.com/products/zippers-for-multiple- 
hoops-in-the-hoop-machine-embroidery-design 
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ZippyDesiquZ 
Exclusive Machine Embroidery Designs 





Quiting ke along-orm, done na dag 


Use our Rosie’s Gift Garden pattern and 


your embroidery machine to stitch out 
any (or all) of these great projects: 
¢ Padded coat hanger 

Let Love Grow wall hanging 

Zipper coin pouch 

Coaster 

Towel AMELIE SBA SCOTT 


Sel /* 
DESIGNS 


J 
Sachet Gt? Apel 
— VT Cott Inchides CD with les for 10 quilting desis! 


Signs 
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See your local quilt store or ameliescott.com. From the team that created a. he he hl 


Web special: use coupon code Rosie for 10% off! Edge-to-Edge Quilting on Your www. ZippyDesignZ. COM. 











Embroidery Machine 
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Vintage 
inspired 
designs 


Cutwork 
designs! 


Over 200 historical 
monogram styles 
inspired by designs 
from the Renaissance 


through the present. 


instant downloads 
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_ Flannel and denim may be standard fare 


in many men’s closets, but that doesn’t _ 
mean they can’t be dressed up a bit.Add | 
the right embroidery and take casual 


wear to manly chic. 




















Embroidery Products 

Tribal Deer Skull and Delicate 
Dreamcatcher designs, available 
at www. UrbanThreads.com 


Materials 

Men’s shirt (I used 100% cotton, 
flannel and denim) 

Woven fusible interfacing (Pellon 
SF101 Shape-Flex*) 


General Supplies 

Permanent marker 

Mesh cut-away stabilizer 

Water-soluble topper 

Temporary spray adhesive or glue 
stick 

Size 80/12 Microtex needle 
(Schmetz) 

40 wt. polyester embroidery thread 


Embroidering on 
Clothing 


There are several things to keep 
in mind when embroidering on 
clothing: thread, prewashing and 
garmet selection. 


The Right Thread 


Polyester thread is the best choice 
when embroidering on clothing. 
Why? Polyester doesn't bleach or 
fade and holds up well to repeated 


wear and laundering. 


Prewash or Not? 

Since both shirts were made 
entirely of cotton, I chose to 
prewash to eliminate shrinkage. 
Press well before embroidering for 
the best result. 


Choosing a Plaid Shirt 


When embroidering on a plaid 
fabric, it is best if you choose the 
shirt in person. You can be certain 
the center of the shirt back falls 

in the center of a plaid stripe. I 
ordered this shirt online and the 
center back was slightly off. 


Denim Blends 

Not all denim is the same. Many 
modern blends include polyester 
or spandex for stretch. I stuck to 
100% cotton for my denim shirt. 


Buffalo Check Skull 


The first buffalo check shirt was 
created by Woolrich Woolen Mills 
around 1850. More than a century 
and a half later, the classic black 
and red plaid remains wildly 
popular. 





Print a template of the Tribal Deer 
Skull design, including crosshairs, 
and trim close to the design. 
Center it on the back of the flannel 
shirt and secure it in place with 
tape. Transfer design crosshairs to 
the shirt. 





Apply Shape-Flex® to the back of 
the design area. Just as stabilizers 
support thread, interfacing 
supports fabric. 





Hoop cut-away stabilizer and draw 
the hoop’s centering crosshairs 

on the stabilizer using a fine 

point permanent marker. Align 
the crosshairs on the shirt with 


those on the stabilizer and use 
temporary adhesive to keep it in 
place. 
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Attach the hoop to the machine 
and baste the topper in place. Even 
though flannel does not have a 
deep nap, the topper keeps thread 
on the surface, resulting in more 
definition. 


This design used a single color of 
thread, which provided the perfect 
amount of contrast on the plaid 
background. Rather than white, I 
used more of an aged bone color. 





When embroidery is finished, 
remove everything from the hoop 
and trim stabilizer close to the 
stitching. Tear away as much of the 
topper as possible. 





Removing Water Soluble 


Film from Stitches 
Removing toppers on intricate 
designs such as this can bea 
nightmare unless you soak or wash 
the item. Here is an easy way to 

get rid of heavily stitched toppers 
without the fuss. I have seen this 
technique several places, so Iam 
not sure who to credit but it is 
brilliant! 


Wet a sturdy paper towel and 
wring it out. Lay the wet towel over 
the design and press it dry with an 
iron (cotton setting). 





Lift the paper towel and even the 
smallest bits of topper pull away 
from the shirt. Repeat the process 
until all of the topper has been 
removed. 





Denim Dreamcatcher 
Denim is a wonderful canvas for 
machine embroidery. The more 
you wear it, the more comfortable 
it becomes. 


Digitizers create designs based 

on their interests and thread 
brand preferences. Don't be afraid 
to change things up. For the 
dreamcatcher design, I chose a 
southwestern palette. If deciding 
on alternative design colors is 
stressful for you, relax. It really 
isn't difficult if you approach it like 
this. 
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I chose a light, medium, and dark brown with accent 
colors of burnt orange and turquoise. 


Hooping was the same as with the flannel shirt. The 
only differences were that I did not use a topper and 
floated a medium weight cut-away instead of adding 
Shape-Flex”. 


, Flannel and denim never looked so good! 
The original design featured three basic colors: brown, 


purple, and charcoal. Essentially, you have three 
browns and two accent colors. 
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Embroidery on a bag of this sort can be a bit challenging, but if you } 
have the correct tools magic can happen. It all starts with a great machine, a. 
embroidery hoops, embroidery designs, needles, stabilizer, thread and a good 
sense of adventure. 














Embroidery Products 

Baby Lock® Valiant 10 Needle Embroidery Machine 

Baby Lock Palette 11 

Amazing Design Artistic Music Collection ADC-245 

Durkee EZ Frames Hooping System (5" x 7" hoop) or 
similar hoops 

Baby Lock Stick-Tear, Tear-Away Stabilizer 


Supplies 

Soft-sided guitar case and music note case 
Madeira white 40wt embroidery thread 
Sharp Titanium needle (size 75/11) 

Chalk marker 


At the Computer 

Open the Baby Lock Palette 11 program and follow the 
next set of directions to create two different designs. 
Click on Import Patterns icon on the top toolbar and 
then click From File Type. 


Import ix 
fl Import Tm Color iiSewing At.. AB Text Attrib... 


From | Folder | 
File Type |  MADIC-245 Artistic Music, PESB | 





MUSICS. pes MUSICTUS pes MUSICTIO pes 


Click on the open folder icon and choose the Amazing 
Design Artistic Music Collection ADC-245 from the 
saved location on your computer. Click on design 
number Musicl04.pes. Click on Import to place the 
design on the workspace. 


Rotate the design so that it sits horizontally on the 
workspace as shown in the following illustration. Place 
the cursor over the red dot and rotate the design. 


a. 
* 
oa = 





Click on File Save As and save to the flash drive. Name 
and save the design. Print a template of the design. 
This will make it easy to visually see where the design 
will be placed. Place a positioning sticker over the 
cross-marks on the template. 


To create the monogram design, Click on New Page. 


Open the Text tool. Select the Monogram option. 
Set the font size to 3.90. Select the Diamond font. Set 
the outline to Triple Stitch and Satin Stitch for the 
fill. Click on the workspace. Type in the three letter 
monogram of your choice. Center the design in the 
middle of the hoop. Save the design to a USB stick. 


k ARD. M: ABP Diamond 


Select 3.90 ~| Font Filter * 





TIF Settings ||\J~| AAAAAAA Satin Stitch 


Sew 








| Select HT Input Font 
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Embroidery 

Turn on the Baby Lock Valiant 10 needle embroidery 
machine. Place the Durkee Hoop Bracket onto the 
machine. Retrieve the first design. Thread the machine 
with white thread and replace any needles that are 
dull. For this project, a Sharp Titanium needle was 
used. 


Place the Baby Lock Stick-Tear, Tear-Away stabilizer 
to the hoop. Remove the protective paper from the 
stabilizer to reveal the sticky side of the stabilizer. 
Place the stabilizer on the back of the 5" x 7" Durkee 
hoop. Press to secure the stabilizer. 

Determine the placement of the design on the guitar 
bag. In the sample, the design was placed on a 
zippered pocket. Tape the template to the bag. 





Place the hoop onto the bracket and tighten the screws 
to hold in place during embroidery. Slide the guitar 
case onto the hoop. 


Click on the Positioning Sticker icon on the machine. 
This will realign the design based on the positioning 
of the sticker. Remove the template from the bag. Do 

a test to be sure the design fits inside the hoop. Since 
this hoop is not recognized by the machine, always test 
to verify the needle will not hit the hoop edge. Serious 
damage to the machine could occur if that happens. 


Embroider the design. Since the bag may be heavy 
for the machine, it is extremely important to keep the 
weight of the bag off the machine by holding it up at 
an angle to the machine. It was also important to be 
sure the arm of the embroidery module was able to 
move freely without any obstruction from the bag. 

If your bag has a handle, make sure the handle stays 
away from the stitching field. Set the machine to a 
slower stitch setting. Press the start button to begin 
embroidering. After the embroidery is complete, gently 
remove the stabilizer from the guitar case. 


Embroider the monogram on the music case in the 
same thread color that was used for the guitar case. In 
the sample, there are two colors in the design but only 
one color was used in the design. 


Remove the case from the hoop and the excess 
stabilizer from the inside of the pocket. 
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... Continued from Page 27 


Remove tape from the two ribbon 
edges outside the stitched outline, 
and allow the tape securing the 
ribbon inside the stitched outline 
to remain. With the wrong side 
up, center the BACK fabric over 
the entire design, making sure the 
stitching is completely covered and 
the fabric is flat. Secure all four 
sides with tape. 





Diy, G's 


WIN . 


Corner 
folded back 
- for demo only 


aa SE 





Designed for: 
- Embroidery 
- Quilting 
- Sewing 


e ® 
ve 2Vivilex’ 
3-in-1 
Rechargeable Laser System 


CrossHair —— 


World’s First 
Cordless Rechargeable Laser 


Special Offer for DIME Readers | 


Order ViviLux 3-in-1 Laser System 

from our website and receive 
$20.00 Value FREE 

300pc Accurate Alignment Stickers 

Use Promo Code DIME115 

Offer Expires May 31, 2019 


Harbor Sales Inc 


Safety Harbor FL 34695 
www. ViviLuxUSA.com 





Return the hoop to the machine, 
and stitch the final color, #8, the 
last outline with an opening for 


turning. 
= 


turning 
Opening 






Kreations O8y 


f- as Go se , 
xs ty, y > A 
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Machine Embroidery 
For J he 
Creative Mind 


www.K reationsyK ara.com 


Step 4. Finishing 

Remove the hoop from the 
machine, remove all tape, and 
remove the design from the hoop. 
Trim the "Turning Opening" to 

a ¥" seam allowance as shown, 
then trim closely (about %4") from 
the final outline stitching around 
the Caddy. Turn the Caddy right 
side out through the opening and 
press well. Use matching thread to 
sew the opening closed, and grab 
the coffee mug! Place the Inside 
Pocket into the mug, and fold the 
Outside Pocket over the top edge. 
Tie the ribbon under the mug 
handle to secure in place, and fill it 
up with your stuff! 


az 


val Heirioo™ 
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Bridal, Christmas 
Heirloom & Celtic designs 


www.gracefulembroidery.com 








| By Denise Holguin 


This telephone bench was a gift 
from a friend who remembered 
having tt in his family home. He 
assured me It wasn't a sentimental 
piece, so | gladly accepted rt. It 
wasnt in the best condition and 
when | removed the seat cover, 

| found two additional covers 
underneath. | debated over my 
responsibility to preserve the 
brown wood stain (| don't like 
painting older pieces of furniture) 
but with some reassurance from 
friends, | decided to make the piece 
my own. The new goal was to 
transform the piece in to Flamingo 
Kitsch. 


Embroidery Products 

Fabulous Flamingos by Blue Hair 
Girl, www.dzgns.com 

Fabulous Flamingos Stack 2 Go 


Thread Pack, www.dzgns.com 
Perfect Embroidery Pro 


Overview of 


Transformations 

1. Paint: I sanded then painted the 
furniture with Milk Paint. The 
legs have interesting details I 
accentuated with pink paint. 


2. Modern Touches: Amazon 
is a wonderful place to find 
everything you need (and don't 
realize you need!) I was able to 
find a Pop-Up USB station to 
add to the table. 


3. Seat Cover: I took a chance 
with the busy patterned fabric as 
the backdrop for the embroidery. 
Fortunately, the seat doesn't 
require a lot of yardage—so it 
was minimal risk if I had to 
start over. I’m glad I trusted 
my instinct. In keeping with 
the Flamingo Kitsch theme, the 
pink ribbon trim provided the 
over-the-top look I was going for 
without looking cheap. 


4. Light It Up: Nothing says 
Flamingo Kitsch more than 
hot pink lights! The table has 
indentations that accommodate 
Electroluminescent wire (EL 
wire) in hot pink. It is a cool 
running, low power fun way 
to light projects. The "driver" 
that runs the EL wire shares the 
power supply for the USB power 
port. 


Before you become overwhelmed 
by the thought of this project, Pll 
let you in on my secret. If you 
don't have all the skills needed to 
execute your vision, involve those 
who do. This project involved 

my family and friend and over 
time the project evolved in to even 
better ideas. Working together 
we not only transformed the 
telephone bench but we made some 
fun memories. 


Preparation 

Note: If you like to plan a project rather 
than let it evolve, then you would have 
drilled the hole into the table for the Pop- 
Up USB first. But I'm not that person. 

I sanded and painted the table. Then I 
later realized a Pop-Up USB would be 
the perfect addition to the piece. 


This was my first foray in to 
painting furniture. I’ve had 
mishaps with brush strokes on 
doors and HO scale models so | 
was very apprehensive. Friends 
suggested Milk Paint because it 

is forgiving and they were right. 
When my brush stroke fears were 
allayed, I let the bead design on the 
spindle legs influence my painting. 
The pink accents were just the 
right touch on the legs. 
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Dad’s Woodshop 


Once I realized I wanted a Pop- 
Up USB, I stopped painting and 
took the furniture to my dad’s 
woodshop. He made a template 

of the hole needed for the USB 
unit. He drilled a hole in to the 
table. Then he finished cutting the 
opening with a jig saw. 


Denise’s Embroidery 
The original cameo design was 
digitized and colored to give the 
end-user flexibility. Users can 
manipulate different parts of the 
design in software. 


Launch Perfect Embroidery Pro. 
Open the Cameo design from 
Fabulous Flamingos. Select the 
first color. 





=>" | Pee 
“BSanseeoere + 
‘Standard 


Fil type: 





Pattern: 


Shh length (mm): 


Density (mm); 





In the Properties Box, select 







Emboss for the Fill type. 

Properties - Fill 
SOUanwseeers «> 
Fl ype: 





Pattern: Emboss 





An additional (smaller) hole was 
drilled inside the shelf to feed the Stitch length (mm): | | 
electrical cord through. — | 


Once this step was complete, I 
went back and touched up all the 


painting. I also applied clear semi- 
gloss spray to seal the paint and 


give it a little shine. 
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Click on the dropdown arrow in 
the Pattern field and select option 
137. Then click Apply. 


POUMsoOsH «> 
“ill type: ‘Emboss ————————— = 7 


-attern: 










stitch length (mm): 








































































density (mm): 

:mboss 

sale (24): ! 

Name Index Stitches 
3] All items 

Sow Be 304 Exquisi olor1 7125 
4 mi ep 313 Exquisi olor2 4526 
+) m@ 304 Exquisi olor1 799 
+) m@ €) 305 Exaquisi olor3 726 
+ mt ®] 1145 Exqui olor4 363 
+) mi 501 Exquisi olor5 370 
4) m>y 20 Exquisite olor6 152 
4 a OC) 445 Exquisi PR ferre-ore olor7 6287 
He O 1619 Exquisite Thread 40 Shy Green Color8 1983 
+ mC) 313 Exquisite Thread 40 Bashful Pink  Color2 1215 














The revised design will now look 
like the following image. 





You can recolor the design to suit 
your needs or just change the 
thread colors when running the 
embroidery machine. Save the 
design and send to the embroidery 
machine. 


Hoop the fabric and tear-away 
stabilizer in a 5" x 7" hoop and 
stitch the design. 





Once the design is finished, 
remove the fabric from the hoop 
and tear off the excess stabilizer. 
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Mom’s Upholstery 

With the embroidery complete, the 
seat was ready for its makeover. 
We uncovered two layers of 
textured vinyl and a brown cotton 
fabric from the original seat. We 
removed all the original staples 
and updated the seat with new 
batting. The embroidered fabric 
was carefully centered on the seat 
and attached with a staple gun. 








47 


Tore’s Electrics 

My friend Tore is always looking 
for unique ways to add EL wire 

to everything from clothing to 
home décor. When he examined 
the telephone table, he noticed the 
indentations on the backrest. 


Those indentations were the 
perfect depth for EL wire. He was 
able to use the same power supply 
as the Pop-Up USB. The trickiest 
part was attaching the EL wire to 
the wood. I very carefully used a 
hot glue gun. The heat from the 
glue gun was notaconcern. The 
challenge was managing a very 
slow and light application of the 
hot glue without making a mess. 
But the result was worth the extra 
effort. It’s possible there’s a better 
glue—I'd love to get your input. 





Details 

The final elements included the 
pink ribbon along the edge of the 
covered seat. I used the glue gun 
to attach the pink ribbon to the 
edge of the seat. (I applied to the 
fabric seat). I experimented with 
a variety of glues before I settled 
on Fabri-Tac to attach the black 
trim. The glue gun would have 
made a visible mess and it was 
important for the trim to have a 
nice professional finish. 


I also added decorative paper to 
the inside shelf. I used the top of 
the table as my initial pattern. 


Then I slid the pattern inside the 
table and folded the excess as 


needed to get a better fit. Trim the 
excess and use the final pattern 

to cut the decorative paper. You 
could decoupage the paper or do as 
I did, just slide it in and change it 
as needed. 










Plug in the power supply for the 
Pop-Up USB station and you're 
ready to charge your cell phone in 
true Flamingo Kitsch style! 
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Find An Event Near You 


id é & Register for an Inspirations Social Today! 


¢ Embroidery Techniques from A to Z * Software & Hooping Clinic ¢ 
¢ Design Workshop * Love Your Lettering from Micro to Maxi * Stitch Lab 





Join 1 @ These Uncoming Events 





MARCH 2019 March I5 - 16,2019 APRIL 2019 
March 1-2, 2019 Software & Hooping Clinic April 10-1 1, 2019 
Stitch Lab dhe: Dou NeSE Stitch Lab 
Barnes Sewing Center Cape Girardeau, MO Prairie Quilt 
Cuyahoga Falls, OF Hennessey, OK 
March 16-17, 2019 
March |-2, 2019 Stitch Lab April 12 - 13, 2019 
Stitch Lab Northwest Sewing: Genter Software & Hooping Clinic 
Sewing Machine Warehouse Round Rock: T 2 Blakeman Vacuum & Sewing 
North. Hills, CA Casper WY 
March 22-23, 2019 
Stitch Lab MAY 2019 
Patches and Scraps 
Midland, TX May 3-4, 2019 
Stitch Lab 
March 22 - 23, 2019 uae 
Embroidery Techniques Rant 
saad a ate May 10-11, 2019 
ew n Sew : eae 
Appleton, Software & Hooping Clinic 
: Anas Sewing Studio 
VVausau, VI 







March 8-9, 2019 
Stitch Lab 
Quilts and Lace 
Melbourne, FL 


May 17-18, 2018 
Love Your Lettering 
Ruthie's Notions 
Baker FL 
March 8-9, 2019 
Stitch Lab 
Rae Bon Sew & Quilt Shop 
Fargo, ND 


HU 








Celebration Quilt 
Block of the Month 


By P| Wong of P] Designs 


e 
. 


Soe, 


Join us for the 2019 quilt-along. You'll master piecing 
and quilting in the hoop. Here's how tt will work. In 
each 2019 issue, you'll find the instructions for three 
blocks. You can download the block designs and precut 
files from www.dzgns.com/blog every month on the first 
of the month. In addition to the downloadable designs, 
you'll find a video illustrating how to create the block 
files in My Block Piecer and My Quilt Embellisher. If you 
have the software programs, these videos will help you 
master creating and decorating your own blocks. If you 
don't have the software, you can download the files, 


send them to your embroidery machine and stitch the 
blocks. 
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For your convenience, go to the blog, Fit eie teers. |||), Be i Rays 
www.dzens.com/blog and search Celebration Quilt ithe sof iy sone NT 


to access all of the Block of the Month files. 


MSS SESSA: 


Finished size: 37" x 46" 
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Visit Eileen's Blog, www.dzgns.com/blog, for Blocks | - 3. Search Celebration Quilt. 
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Block 4 


Recommended Fabric for | block 
Base Block: one 9" square muslin 

Stabilizer: one 9" square No Show mesh 

Front — patches from OnPoint/CutFiles 
Warm and Natural batting: 7 7%" square 


1 - Back Block 2 - Muslin 

3 - No Show Mesh 4 - Batting 

5 - Center 6 - Top and Bottom 
7 - Sides 8 - Corners 
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Follow the directions included with the 
purchase of Monster Block Maker to 
apply the Maker to a 200mm x 200mm 
Baby Lock/Brother hoop. 


Place the muslin flat on the table. 


Center the Monster Block Maker on the 
muslin. 


Insert the batting in the opening of the 
Maker. 


Place the No Show mesh over the 
batting. 


Working from the center out, firmly 
press the No Show mesh (top) and 
muslin (bottom) onto the adhesive tape 


on the edges of the Maker. 


Attach the hoop to the machine. 


Stitch color #1, the block layout. 

Place glue at patch #1 as shown in blue. 
Place fabric #1, right side up, aligning 
the fabric edges with the stitched 
outline. Stitch color #2, the tackdown. 
Place glue at the seam for fabric #2. 
Place fabric #2, right side down, aligning 


the raw edge with the stitched outline. 
Stitch Color #3. 
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Place glue at patch #2 as shown in 


blue. @ 


Flip fabric #2 open and finger press 
the seam. Smooth the fabric and 
stitch color #4, the tackdown. & 


Place glue at the seam for fabric 
#3. 


Place fabric #3 - right side down 
aligning the raw edge with the 
stitched outline. Stitch Color #5, 
the seam. G 


Place glue at patch #3. © 


Flip fabric #3 open and finger press 
the seam. Smooth the fabric and 
stitch Color #6, the tackdown. @ 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #4 
as shown in blue. 


Place fabric #4, right side down, 
aligning the raw edge with the 
stitched outline. Stitch Color #7, 
the seam. @ 
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Place glue at patch #4 as shown in blue. & 


Flip fabric #4 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#8, the tackdown. €& 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #5 as 
shown in blue. @ 


Place patch #5 - right side down aligning 
the raw edge with the stitched outline. 
Stitch Color #9, the seam. @ 


Place glue at fabric #5 as shown in blue. @ 


Flip fabric #5 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#10, the tackdown. 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #6 as 
shown in blue. ® 


Place patch #6 - right side down aligning 
the raw edge with the stitched outline. 
Stitch Color #11, the seam. & 
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Place glue at fabric #6 as shown in blue. 


Flip fabric #6 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#12, the tackdown. &9 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #7. @ 
Place patch #7 — right side down aligning 
the raw edge with the stitched outline. 
Stitch Color #13, the seam. @3 

Place glue at patch #7 as shown in blue. 2 
Flip fabric #7 open and finger press the 


seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#14, the tackdown. € 


. 


_— rey 
sat Sidaremyene res 
| Me.) eee 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #8 as 
shown in blue. @ 


Place patch #9 - right side down aligning 
the raw edge with the stitched outline. 
Stitch Color #15, the seam. € 


Continued on Page 70... 
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by Dalene McDonald 


Embroidery Supplies 

Inspirations Perfect Embroidery Pro Software 
Snap Hoop Monster 

Exquisite by dime Sew ‘n Wash stabilizer 
DIME Target Stickers 


Supplies 

Hand towel 

71129.c2s from Perfect Embroidery Pro 
Sew-in hook and loop tape 

Dritz grommet pliers and %° grommets 


Inspiration 

Occasionally, my brother (DW) asks me to mend 
something for him, so I was delighted when he asked 
if I could replicate his favorite golf towel. The towel 
has a pocket sewn into it to hold golf balls, tees, little 
pencils and other small golf necessities. It also has a 
grommet for hanging the towel on his golf bag. 


At the Computer 

I looked for sayings about golf, and of course I found 
a large variety. The one I decided to use was "Swing 
Hard In Case You Hit It." I thought this would appeal 
to my brother’s sense of humor. I also looked for a 
design to use with the saying, and found the perfect 
design in Perfect Embroidery Pro. Design number 
71129 comes with Perfect Embroidery Pro (PEP). 





I wanted to replace the word ‘golf’ with my own 
saying, so I selected the first two colors in the 
Sequence View box and deleted them. 





BE Perfect Embroidery Pro - 71129.c2s (Width: 3.30 in, Height: 1.10 in, Stitches: 3619, Colors: 5) = x 


behia® Xm am FF ABO =< cde ea Xs 4-FO- 
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hl Stitch length (mm): i | 
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% FS 
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wi Sequence nee 
re] Name le 
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|x] All item: 
Ww ae me Mad 
|a* me 50 Mad ) 
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t= Sequence Wbesigns @ Navigator 
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I liked this design because the ball is 
outlined in green and will show ona 
white towel. 


Next, I added the saying to the design. I 
selected the Text tool in the upper left 
corner of PEP and clicked once in my 
workspace. Then I clicked once on the font window in 
the Properties Box to view all the available fonts. 
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I wanted a casual, chunky font, so I chose the FeltTip 
font. I resized it to .53 inches tall and chose Circle as 
the type. I typed in “Swing Hard’ because I wanted 
these words to be bigger than the rest of the words. 
ler} Perfect Embroidery Pro - Golf towel.c2s (Width: 3.50 in, Height: 2.35 in, Stitches: 3147, Colors: 3) = x 
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iat Gr-| & @ 1% CE OI SPECS Ca 
Jen : ; ; —“SAgouueoes « @ 
Ho "| AdBb 0 
1m | ikied F — — | a 
ai eee, a 
NE <a — 
le! | shift: [Above itil %: [100 ]{.[ Apply] lz 
w Navigator ax 
Ba) m 
‘W) yi" Fen, ® 
ay : 

Li | 

0 

 — = = quence Mivesigns @ Navigator = 
Ee: a | LS piss L 4 ] = #-oO9 


Designs in Machine Embroidery * Volume 115 * March/April 2019 * www.dzgns.com 





ay 


58 


I also used the blue handles to change the spacing of 
the letters to my liking. The ‘S’ and the ‘d’ looked too 
far away from the rest of the letters. 
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I selected the Text tool again, typed the rest of my 
words, and resized them to .40 inches tall. I selected 
the type Circle again, and click on the Reverse 
Direction box so that these words would circle up 


underneath the golf ball. 
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I used the blue handles again to space the letters 
visually and changed the color of the letters to 
manipulate them as a group. I grouped the letters 
together, then grouped the golf ball parts using the 
Sequence View box to select the individual parts. 


Still in Sequence View, I selected all the items, right 
clicked and selected Utility, Create Nap Blocker from 
the drop down menu. 
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Nap blocker creates stitches that hold down the pile 

on fabrics like terrycloth and faux fur. The software 

is smart enough to put nap blocker first in the stitch 

sequence. I saved the file in the format for my 

Husqvarna Viking Designer EPIC. 
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Preparation 
The hand towels 

I purchased were 
longer than the 
inspiration towel. 
The inspiration 
towel was about 23" 
long, so I cut mine 
to that length after 
washing it. I folded 
the towel in half lengthwise and cut a notch 1 4%’ in 
and 8" down from the top of the towel on the unfolded 
edge. 
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Embroidery 

When stitching on towels and 
other thick items, I prefer magnetic 
hoops so that I don't get hoop burn 
on my towels. I used two layers 

of water soluble stabilizer under 
the towel in the hoop and floated 

a layer of water soluble stabilizer 
on top to help knockdown the nap. 
I marked a spot centered 4" from 
the top of the towel with a Target 
Sticker. Using Design Positioning 
on my HV EPIC, I placed the 
design. 


I stitched the first color, the nap 
blocker, in white thread — the same 
color as the towel. 





Construction 

Since I cut my towel and didn't 
want to leave raw edges, I decided 
to finish the top edge of the towel 
with bias binding. I thought a 
busy plaid would fit right in on the 
golf course. I cut the binding 2 %" 
wide and long enough to cover the 
raw edge of the towel. I pressed 
the binding in half lengthwise, 
then opened it up and folded each 
lengthwise edge to the middle. 


I used my adjustable bias binding 
foot to sew the binding to the 
towel. I moved my needle a few 
clicks to the right, and it stitched 
the binding on perfectly on both 
front and back at the same time. 


Next, I sewed a seam using a seam 
overlock stitch from the top of the 
towel to the corner of the notch 
and out to the edge. 





Finishing 

Using the EPIC’s free arm and 
4-way stitches, I sewed the hook- 
and-loop tape to each side of the 
towel, centered just below the 


binding. 





I then used a reinforced straight 
stitch to sew a seam through both 
layers of the towel about 8" down 
from the top of the towel. 








Finally, I added a grommet to the 
back of the towel, following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 
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Meet Nicci Brazzell host of the private Facebook group 
Destiny Diva and Destiny Diva Plus. Over the past two 
years, Nicci has helped countless Baby Lock Destiny 
owners how to use their machine. Oh, not just how to 
turn it on and access the built-in designs. No, Nicci has 
taken Destiny ownership to a new level. These Divas are 
doing things with their machine that they never thought 
possible. 


How did all of this come about? Well, as they say, 
overnight sensations are years in the making. You see, 
Nicci has a degree in textiles and a background in formal 
education. What she learned most about teaching in 

a traditional environment is captured students are not 
exactly a joy to teach. But motivated learners -— that’s 
thoroughly rewarding. 


She stepped into the machine embroidery arena as a child 
— her grandmother had a bridal shop where Nicci learned 
how to free-motion monogram. That's how she came to 
her first love - custom monograms. Her company, Nicci’s 
Embroidery, stitches for specialized corporate accounts, 
such as Hilton Hotels and Resorts®. She also occasionally 
accepts commission work from a long-standing customer, 
an interior decorator in Virginia. 


She has taken that first love - custom monograms - to the 
golf course. Her Lazy Life Seats company has embroidered 
custom upholstered seats for the Pittsburgh Pirates fan 
Club, Patron Tequila and the President of the United 
States. Her 30,000 square foot warehouse churns out 
custom work every day, giving Nicci the credentials to 
embroider almost anything. 
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Patron Tequila golf cart Pittsburgh Pirates Fan Club cart 
She has taken that expertise to the home enthusiast, To date, Nicci has helped over 1000 Baby Lock Destiny 
specifically the Baby Lock Destiny owner. A tragic owners to use, love and master their machine. The 
episode changed the course of Nicci’s family in 2016 member-only group is a safe place in the world where 
and from those ashes, a gift emerged. Her daughter, ladies can gather and share life, quilting, sewing and 
Ashley, left Nicci a complete plan on how to teach stitching. It’s not a place where they are marketed to 
machine embroidery to Destiny owners online. Nicci and they appreciate how much love has gone into each 
made it her mission to honor her daughter's legacy by project. 


following her plan. 
You can learn more about Nicci at NiccisEmbroidery.com 
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Doos this, Notion REALLY work? 
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Turning tiny projects right side out can be 
tedious and often causes hand and wrist pain. 
Think about a 3" in-the-hoop project zipper 
pouch. There's barely enough room to Insert 
two fingers let alone pulling the rest of the 
project through the small opening. But we are 
vigilant and continue to persevere with small 
projects. 


| have tried lots of different notions, tools and 
any poking devices | can get my hands on. I've 
even tried a wooden chopstick! The problem | 
find with most turning devices is there's nothing 
to hold onto the other side or inside of the 
project. Then the unspeakable happens. The 
"poking device" pokes through your material, 
leaving a hole. If you're nodding your head right 
now, | know this has happened to you as well. 


Turning things right side out doesn't need to 
be this frustrating or tedious. | have teamed 
up with the amazing folks at Famore Cutlery 
and we have re-imagined an old turning tool 
created over 40 years ago. 


4 
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The EZ Point & Turner by Sue O’Very Designs is designed to turn 
anything right side out with professional results. You can quickly 
turn points and smooth curves with no poke-through. At first 
glance, you ll notice The EZ Point & Turner has a trendy turquoise 
color with cushion black handles. The black rubberized coating 
makes for easy gripping and no direct metal to skin contact. The 
oversized handles allow the hands to fit comfortably ensuring 
ultimate control, even for folks with weak hands and wrists. Check 
out the true screw in the center. This was designed for easy tension 
control. Now, take a look where the point meets the flat edge. Notice 
the slender point which is great for getting into tight areas. The other 
side appears to be flat however it’s the best part of my EZ Point & 
Turner, the groove! The slim point locks into a hidden groove which 
makes for the easiest turning you will ever experience. 


Aside from turning tubes and smoothing out curves what else 

can the EZ Point & Turner be used for? How about turning purse 
handles for bag makers, spaghetti straps, tubes for garment makers, 
fabric covered elastic, pockets, collars, fabric covered cording, 
drawstring casing, interfacing applique for quilters, dolls and stuffed 
animals, cuffs, mug mats, pillows, eyeglass cases, cosmetic bags and 
pretty much any in-the-hoop project you need to turn right side out! 


You can ask your local fabric shop for one or head to my website and order 


directly from me at www.suecoverydesigns.com/ezpointandturner/ 
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Designer and Editor, Eileen Roche has taken a fresn new approach to 
quilting with Farmhouse Sentiments. Farmhouse Sentiments is a 20" x 38" 
printed panel with 10 embroidery designs Gized to fit 5" x 7" hoops). 























The panel includes two projects -- Gather and Grateful. Each panel can be 
quilted with the included wood grain quilting designs and embellished with any of 
the six embroidery designs. 


As an option, you can personalize the panels further by adding a family name or 


date using your own software or built-in designs in your embroidery machine. ¢ One 20" x 38" Cotton Panel 
7 " e 10 Embroidery designs 
Once the embroidery and quilting are complete, apply the finished project to a Formats: C25, DST, EXP, HUS, JEF, PES, 
stretched canvas for a unique wall art that measures 12" x 16". Or bind the quilt to VIP, VP3, XXX 
make a wall hanging. e PDF templates and color sequences 


e Printable step-by-step instructions 


www.dzens.com 














Machine embroidery requires many 
tools, notiong, stabilizers, hoops, 
fabric and blanks to gay the least. 
All these itemg are abgolutely 
required to perform the task. 
Whether you are a hobbyist or own 
a buginegg; getting organized and 
staying organized can be quite a 
challenge. 


You can eagily start to tackle 
organizing your sewing/embroidery 
room by gbending [5 minutes a day 
focusing on one problem area. If 

it ig fabric, gtart by sorting it into 
three separate boxes. Label the 
boxes ag Donate, Trash and Keep. 
Try working with a friend or family 
member who will really make you 
gtick to your plan. Search online 
for local charities that need fabric 
donations. 





Multi-needle 
Studio Organization 


By Marie Zinno 


How about thread storage? I know my thread wall rack needed serious 
organizing. I love my wall rack display for thread and it does help me to 
see exactly what color is running low. I suggest utilizing as much vertical 
wall space as possible and separate sewing thread from embroidery thread. 
Dispose of old thread that has not been used in the last year or two. Keep 
your thread rack out of direct sunlight. 





Take inventory of your stabilizer; 
label clear containers with contents 
(tear away, cut away, fusible and water 
soluble etc.) decide what needs to be 
replenished and order it now. You know 
you will need it for a future project and 


; ey 
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you might be out of it. 

My long bolts of stabilizer 
are situated on a custom 
wooden dowel rack. As a 
business owner, I purchase 
wholesale stabilizer in 54° == 
widths. @ 













My embroidery blanks are stored in a closet on built-in shelves. 
The baby blankets, lovies, onsies etc. are all visible and easily 
located. Use clear containers or open wire baskets as much as 
possible if shelves are not an option. Label the containers with 
sizes and description of items if desired. 


Embroidery hoops 
should be easily 
accessible. A peg 
board system works 
the most efficiently. 
My peg board was 
purchased at a home 
supply store and 
painted the same 
color as my walls. 


f — 
| 7 
: © . oa 


I have multiple 8 _—— y 
machines and many . : 

hoops which I keep ih 

organized by hoop 

Size. 


Keep your counter tops as tidy as possible. 
Use a Lazy Susan to store clips, pens, seam 
rippers and other small items. 
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Silverware trays are perfect for holding 
scissors, tape, flashlights and many 
other tools. I love using magnetic storage 
containers! 


Take a photo of your newly organized 
sewing room and print it out, refer to it 
often and it will help you control the clutter 
in 2019! 


For more organization tips, order the Embroidery Studio 
Organization in 6 Easy Steps by Marie Zinno and Eileen Roche. 
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Beat 
coll 


By Scott Goodman 


Scott Goodman, owner of Sewing Machine Warehouse & 
Kneedle.com has been servicing the sewing public since 1976. 


Caps and Squatchees 


Keeping heads warm, while providing immediate 
identification for teams, military branch, fashion, and 
lifestyle, caps are everywhere. Originally designed in 
1860 to top-off baseball uniforms for the Brooklyn 
Excelsiors, caps are ubiquitous. At first glance, they 
seem similar. In reality, there are thousands of styles. 
Panels, grommets, eyelets, buttons (or squatchee), 
bills, rise, adjustable, stretch or fitted. Twill, leather, 
technical fabrics, in addition to color choice. 


Caps beg to be embellished, and make great gifts that 
home embroiderers can personalize. Caps can bring 
significant income to a home-based business. In 
quantity, caps can be purchased from $2, up. Add 25¢ 
for stabilizer and thread, plus 15 minutes of your time, 
results in a product with a retail value of +/-$25. Do 
the math with your own figures. A dozen caps and 3 
low-impact hours of your time, can net $250-300. 


There are methods for embroidering on caps for every 


skill level. 


Easiest: Purchase or construct blank twill patches. 
Hoop self-adhesive stabilizer, sticky side up, score and 
peel back the non-stick layer, apply your blank patch, 
and fill it with whatever fits. The finished patch can 
be sewn to your cap with any conventional sewing 
machine. 


Better: DIME Magnetic Hoop Clip, BERNINA Hoop 
‘N’ Buddyz, and DURKEE Cap Frame, work in a 
similar way, using self-adhesive stabilizer to affix the 
caps sewing field to the frame. The DIME system uses 
a familiar clipboard-type clamp to stabilize to the cap’s 
bill, and attaches magnetically to their Snap Hoop 
system. DIME’s Magnetic Hoop Kit will work with 
most any embroidery machine. BERNINA‘s Hoop ‘N’ 
Buddyz adapter fits into their Large Oval frame. The 


DURKEE frame secures the cap by tightening a metal 
plate with wing nuts. DURKEE '’s frame will work with 
Brother and Baby Lock models using an existing 5 x 

7" frame. One downside to this technique: Caps are 
3-dimensional. The frames are 2-dimensional. Because 
caps are flattened to fit within the frame, there may 

be linear distortion of larger designs, as lines that are 
straight, will curve. 


Best: There are several pro and semi-pro single 

and multi-needle embroidery machines that utilize 
commercial-style cap frames. Once the cap is 
mounted, the machine can rotate, and move, creating 
perfect embroidery results. Some companies measure 
in inches, others in degrees. 


Because size is everything, here is a guide: 

Single needle BROTHER PRS100, BABY LOCK 
Alliance, 6-needle BROTHER Entrepreneur and 
BABY LOCK Intrepid models: 2 3/8" x 5 1/8" (60mm x 
130mm) field size. 


10-needle Brother Entrepreneur and Baby Lock 
Valiant feature an ear-to-ear field of 14" x 2-3/8" 
(360mm x 60mm) field size. 


New 10-needle models from PFAFF creative stylist™ 
MN 110, and HUSQVARNA VIKING Platinum™ MN 
| 1000 include a cap frame with a 220 degree field. 
After measuring my head, with a tape measure, mirror 
and a bunch of maths, I calculate this dimension close 
to 14". Your head may vary. 


Iam currently engaging with other parents at our local 
elementary school, raising needed funds through a 
Gala-Auction event. Our chosen theme: Music festival. 
Like Coachella, Lollapalooza, and Burning Man... 
music, art installations, food, and adult beverages 
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will fill the night. The identifying icon is 
a quirky image of a roadie’ running to 
hand off a guitar. I captured the image 
outline, from a full-color image that we 
are using in print and web. I used the 
auto-digitize feature, and simply created 
a fill with narrow border. This icon 

was repeated on t-shirts and other print 
collateral that supported ticket pre-sales, 
generating over $10,000 in revenue. I 
created and donated the caps so our 
volunteers would be branded with the 
look and feel of our event. Volunteers 
wore silkscreened t-shirts with the event 
logo and "roadie" wrapped around the 
side. These caps were highly coveted 
and will be part of our "merch" at the 
event. These caps with monochromatic 
embroidery (White thread on black 

cap) were easy to digitize, using Perfect 
Embroidery Professional Software, and 
quick to embroider. The Chosen cap 
was a contemporary Flexfit Delta Poly/ 
spandex cap. The caps behaved well in 
the hooping jig, framing easily. Prep and 
sew-out took less than 15 minutes each, 
and will retail at the event for $29.99. 








Some tips: 

Embroidery on the bill? This is for the 
big boys. Don't try this at home. You 
have seen this impressive look on store- 
bought hats. Look closely and you will 
see that the underside is not embroidered. 
Leave this technique to the professional, 
as embellishments are stitched before the 
cap is assembled. 


Find friendly caps. Not all caps are 
created equally. Some hoop better than 
others. Get samples from your supplier 
and test before you commit. 


Take a road trip. The Imprinted 
Sportswear Show takes place in cities 
across the US, and admission is free 
when you pre-register. This is where all 
of the name-brand blank suppliers show 
their wares, offer samples, and hand out 
catalogues. 


What about the back? Easy-peasy with 

a flat frame and sticky stabilizer. Hoop 
some pressure-sensitive stabilizer in your 
frame and thumb-press the flattened cap- 
back into position. 
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... Continued from Page 55 
Place glue at fabric #8 as shown in blue. & 


Flip fabric #8 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#16, the tackdown. &) 


Place glue at the seam for fabric #9 as 


shown in blue. & 


Flip fabric #9 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#17, the tackdown. & 


Place glue at patch #9 as shown in blue. & 


Flip fabric #9 open and finger press the 
seam. Smooth the fabric and stitch Color 
#18, the tackdown. €3 


Quilting the Block 


Stitch the quilting elements. 


Congratulations your Pieced Octagon 
block is complete! 


Visit Eileen's Blog, 
www.dzgns.com/blog, 

for Blocks 5 and 6. 
Search Celebration Quilt. 


OY ' Seams Sew Special 
sae a Seams Sew Special Design Collections 
od x 
>” 15% off ~s <> Criswell Embroidery & Design Collections 


é N 
, Spring 1 <> Embroidery Projects and More 


© Collections | 4 PREMIER+™ 2 Embroidery Software, 
‘, Coupon Code » PREMIER+™ Embroidery Software, PC & Mac 
- Spring, +* Software Lessons 


s-- www.sewspecial.com 
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1-604-885-3822 * kerrin@sewspecial.com 
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Elegant Embroidery CDs with an 
heirloom flair, books, kits and more! 


(> 


Use code DIME19 for 20% off all your purchases. 


www.Sew limeless.com (877) 870-6961 
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Buyers Guide 





Advertiser Website 

Amélie Scott Designs 35 www.ameliescott.com 
Appliqué for Kids 35 www.appliqueforkids.com 
Designs in Machine Embroidery 49 www.dzgns.com 

Embrilliance 73 www.embrilliance.com 
Embroidery Arts 35 www.embroideryarts.com 
Embroidery Designs.com 5 www.embroiderydesigns.com/family 
Embroidery Garden 9 www.embroiderygarden.com 
Embroidery Library 14 www.emblibrary.com 
Exquisite® by dime 68-69 www.exquisitePoly.com 
Graceful Embroidery 43 www.gracefulembroidery.com 
Harbor Sales Inc 43 www.ViviLuxUSA.com 
Husqvarna Viking 7 www. husqvarnaviking.com 
Kreations by Kara 43 www.kreationsbykara.com 
My Fabric Designs | www.myfabricdesigns.com 
Seams Sew Special 70 www.sewspecial.com 

Sew Timeless 70 www.sewtimeless.com 

Sweet Pea Machine Embroidery Designs 9 www.swped.com 

Urban Threads IFC www.urbanthreads.com 
ZippyDesignZ 35 www.ZippyDesignZ.com 


*IFC = Inside Front Cover 
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A Peek into the Past 


Imagine the hours tt took someone to embroider this hanky. This was before the idea of single use tissues. 
Before Kleenex was a household name. Before domestic sewing machines had the ability to embroider a 
similar four-color design in under | 5 minutes. 


This plain weave linen handkerchief does not have any border decoration so without the beautiful embroidery 
it's Just another square of white linen. But now, oh my, It’s a treasure to behold that has stood the test of time. 
We could speculate the colors are symbolic of a military family and possibly tt was a gift to a young bride with 
her new initial emblazoned on the corner. [he thought that went into designing the large-scale monogram 
accented with tiny — and timeless — details. 


I'm not sure what | love more, the light blue chain stitched lines or the minute polka dots that are sprinkled In 
four different areas. Even the Till background of the sail-shape that creates a landing spot for the tone-on-tone 
corded satin flowers makes me swoon. It takes my breath away to hold this in my hand. Can | get the same 
effect with today's technology? One can only hope.... 
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Embroidery For the Rest Of Us! 
Essential Tools Embrilhlance a 
for Every Embroiderer! Create stunning compositions! 
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¢ Merge pectin Ns overlaps al Sane. 
¢ Re-Size, recalculate ; 
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¢ Change threads 
For the Rest Of Us! — 








¢ Edit sections 

¢ Convert formats 
¢ Browse, even in .ZIPs : 

- Letter, 12 built-in fonts "Monogram-Letter 


Mac and Windows version: 











¢ Multi-line,Circle text ee — of ty ey 
¢ Monograms, with layouts acta se Wee,” 
¢ Built-in designs ————— on age? 
¢ Project Advisor c it ae 
¢ Split for Multi-Position Hoops RS 
4 nti Essentials is so EASY -- do more sewing % “Pras 
Sew Simulator, Printing and More! joe eae dina ante Gan aul! 8>urs 


4 StitchArtist” 


‘Creating Designs just got easier 
(and a whole lot less expensive! ) 















This is a breakthrough in simplicity. 
It is so easy to draw with stitches. Feeling inspired? 
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“Yes, we know other software costs thousands. That’s just level 1. Ready for more? 

How do we do it? We sell a lot more because 

people actually use our products. Level 2 adds inputs and stitches for professional use, 
-- It’s a simple formula, and it works.” heirloom, one-of-a-kind art and more! 


Visit our facebook page and see why we are the best ‘liked’ embroidery software in the world. 
Over 100,000 likes on Facebook and over 7,700 subscribers on You Tube. 






“Satisfaction Guaranteed! Mac and Windows versions 
You won't know how you lived without it!” are included with our software 
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Windows 10 


www.Embrilliance.com || ~ Mac 
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